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Introduction

� Objectives

– Measured current attitudes and behaviour towards P

– Provided a benchmark measure of usage and attitudes that can be 

tracked

� Methodology

– Online survey of n=1,000 New Zealanders aged 18 years or more

– Weighted to be representative

– Margin of error of plus or minus 3.1%

� Some questions included from UMR’s omnibus survey

– n=750 New Zealanders aged 18 years or more



Overview



Overview

� High awareness and concern regarding P among adult New 
Zealanders

– Key link with rising crime, violence

� Strong support for further actions to combat P

– Mainly in area of tougher policing, sentencing

– But also education

� Readily accessible (only second to Marijuana) 

� Risk factors moderately well known

– Young New Zealanders only slightly lower

– Awareness similar to Montana youth across many risk factors (figures 
from 2008 survey and after programme has been running three years) 
but some room to improve

� Key issue with – younger New Zealanders (indicative of a problem 
with youth), Maori, mid/high socio, North Island (Auckland, upper/ 
mid North Island, Wellington)



Perceptions of P



Awareness
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Opinion of drug use
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Important issue for New Zealand
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Knowledge of PW ha t do y o u kn o w a b o u t P ? Ba s e ( N= ) %A d d ic t i ve 4 5 7 4 6. 0Le a d u s e rs t o v i o le n t be h a v i o u r, p a r a n o i a , pe rs o n a l i t y c h a n ge s , d a m a ge s b r a i n 4 1 5 4 1 . 8D a n ge r o u s , le t h a l , b a d 2 0 7 2 0. 8R u i n s l i ve s , f a m i l ie s a n d t h os e a r o u n d t he m , de s t r o ys c o m m u n i t ie s 1 4 8 1 4. 9S o u rc e o f v i o le n t c r i me s , P- a d d ic ts c o m m i t c r i me s t o fe e d t he i r h a b i t, i n c re as e s c r i me sf o r b o t h s e l le rs a n d u s e rs 1 1 6 1 1 . 6H u ge s oc i a l /e c o n o m ic p r o b le m , g r o w i n g p r o b le m, m a j o r p r o b le m f o r c o u n t r y 8 6 8 . 6P l a bs d a n ge r o u s a n d ru i n s p r o pe r t ie s 6 1 6. 1De s t r o ys b o d y, a p pe a r a nc e , he a l t h 5 1 5 . 1E as y t o m a n u f ac t u re , e as i l y o b t a i n a b le i n g re d ie n ts t o m a n u f ac t u re 5 0 5 . 0G a n gs i n v o l ve d i n m a n u f ac t u re , d is t r i b u t i o n , p r o f i t 3 9 3 . 9I n t he ne ws 3 8 3 . 8De r i ve d f r o m c o l d t a b le ts / ps e u d oe p he d r i ne 3 6 3 . 6K n o w ve r y l i t t le 3 1 3 . 1P- a d d ic ts c o m m i t c r i me s t o fe e d t he i r h a b i t 2 8 2 . 8S t a y a w a ke f o r d a ys 2 5 2 . 5I t ’s e x pe n s i ve 2 5 2 . 5Ba s e : T ho s e a wa r e o f P; m u lt ip l e r e sp o n s e. n= 9 9 4



Key concernsKe y c o n c e r n s a b o u t P… Ba s e (n = ) %It ’ s a d d ic t iv e n e s s 1 9 5 2 0. 1A s so c i a t e d w it h v io l e n c e a n d v io l e nt c r i m e, a m o u nt o f v io l e nt c r i m e it l e a d s t o f ro m u s e r s a n dd e a l e r s 1 7 4 1 7. 9M a k e s p eo p l e c ra z y, c h a n g e s p e r so n a l it y, a b no r m a l b e h a v io u r 1 4 5 1 4. 9D e st r uc t io n o f l iv e s 1 4 1 1 4. 5Do m i n a t e d b y ga n g i nv o l v e m e nt , ga n g i n c o m e, c r i m i n a l a c t iv it y a s so c i a t e d w it h it 1 3 9 1 4. 3To o m a n y yo ut h s h a v e a c c e s s t o it , d a m a g e t o yo u n g p eo p l e, k e ep i n g c h i l d r e n sa f e, i m p a c t o nt h e v u l n e ra b l e i n so c i et y 1 3 3 1 3 . 7To o r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e, v e r y w i d e sp r ea d 1 3 0 1 3 . 4T h e c o st o n so c i et y, d e st ro y s p ro d uc t iv e l iv e s, n e ga t iv e e f f ec t a n d c o st o n c o m m u n it y 1 0 4 1 0. 7N e ga t iv e e f f ec t o n fa m i l i e s, w r ec k s ho m e s 9 9 1 0. 2I n c r e a s e i n c r i m e 7 5 7. 7A d d i c t io n s l e a d s t o c r i m e t o f u e l h a b it 7 2 7. 4D a n g e r s i n m a n u fa c t u r i n g i n P l a b s, p u b l ic sa f et y, Ex p o s u r e o f i n no c e nt p eo p l e t o t h e t o x i cm a n u fa c t u r e o f P 6 3 6. 5H o w e a s y it i s t o p ro d u c e, a v a i l a b i l it y o f i n g r e d i e nt s 5 5 5 . 7D a n g e r t o i n no c e nt p eo p l e i n so c i et y, v i c t i m o f c r i m e, p u b l i c 4 2 4. 3T h e d a n g e r o f it , it ’ s no t t a k e n s e r i o u s l y, p eo p l e wa nt i n g t o t r y d e sp it e w e l l a dv e rt i s e d n e ga t iv ep ro d uc t s, n e e d e d uc a t io n 2 8 2. 8Ba s e : T ho s e w ho s e e P u s e a s a n i s s u e; m u lt ip l e r e sp o n s e. n= 9 7 1



Availability
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Personally offered P – ‘Yes’
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Usage



Peer and family usage
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Seen others use P - ‘Yes’
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Personal usage
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Profiles
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Profiles

Know regular 
user:
Average NZer–
region, gender, 
age, income, 
occupation

Offered P:
Male, younger, 
Auckland, Upper/ 
middle North 
Island, mid & high 
income, dependent 
children, single or 
defacto

Seen P used:
Male, slightly 
younger, Auckland, 
Upper/ middle North 
Island, Wellington, 
high income, 
dependent children, 
single, divorced, 
defacto

User:
Male, much younger (43% 18-29, 45% 30-44), Auckland, Wellington, 
mid income ($50-70k), professional, service, sales, dependent 
children, single, defacto



Combating P Use



Enough done to combat P – ‘Yes’D oy ou t h i n k e n ou g h i s b e i n g d o n e t o c o m b a t t h e u s e o fP i n N ew Z e a la n d ?
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Actions to combat PW h a t s h o u l d b e d o n e t o c o m b a t u s e o f P ? Ba s e (n = ) %To u g h e r s e nt e n c e s fo r d e a l e r s a n d u s e r s, c a p it a l p u n i s h m e nt , d e a t h s e nt e n c e, z e ro t o l e ra n c e 2 9 0 4 2. 8E d u c a t io n i n g e n e ra l a c ro s s t h e bo a r d , t h ro u g h m e d i a , p r ev e nt a t iv e e d u c a t io n i n sc ho o l s 1 4 6 2 1. 6I n c r e a s e r e so u rc e s fo r Po l i c e 8 5 1 2. 5I n c r e a s e bo r d e r c o nt ro l o f t h e i m p o rt e d i n g r e d i e nt s, m o r e c u st o m s o f f i c e r s 6 3 9. 3St ro n g e r Po l i c e p r e s e nc e, Po l ic e t o c o n c e nt ra t e o n t h i s i s s u e, fo r g et Po l i c e r e so u rc e s fo r m a r i j u a n a a n dfo c u s o n P 6 0 8. 8C ra c k do w n o n ga n g s 5 5 8. 2M a k e it h a r d e r t o g et i n g r e d i e nt s fo r P 5 2 7. 7F u n d i n g i nt o r e h a b, m a n d a t o r y t r e a t m e nt , s up p o rt fo r fa m i l i e s 4 9 7. 3C ra c k do w n o n P l a b s, c ra c k do w n o n d e a l e r s 4 1 6. 0M o r e p o l i c e p o w e r t o s e a rc h , s e i z e p ro p e rt y, a s s et s 3 6 5 . 3N e e d a lt e r n a t iv e fo r p eo p l e i n it i a l l y t o h a v e p u rp o s e, j o b s, k e ep i n g b u s y, p o s it iv e a t t it u d e, a d d r e s s p ro b l e mo f u s e r 2 0 3 . 0T i g ht e r c o nt ro l s a t c h e m i st s, r e m o v a l o f f s h e l v e s 1 7 2. 6Co m m u n it y t o t a k e P i s s u e m o r e s e r io u s l y 1 7 2. 6Ba s e : T ho s e w ho do n ’t t h i n k t h e r e i s e no u g h b e i n g do n e t o c o m ba t u s e o f P; m u lt ip l e r e sp o n s e. n= 6 7 7



Effectiveness of initiatives
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Risk of using P
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Risk of using P – Young NZers
‘Great risk’
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Risk of using P – Users/ Offered
‘Great risk’

* S m a l l s u b- s a m p le n = 2 3
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Risk of using P – USA 
comparison ‘ Great risk’

* M o n t a n a Me t h Su r ve y ; Fe b ru a r y 2 0 0 8,n = 2, 3 3 4 a ge d 1 2- 17 ye a rs
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Possible next steps



Further research

� Expert advice/ literature review

– Explore best avenues for combating P

� Ex-users

– What worked, what cut through

�More in-depth understanding

– Follow-up groups with participants in the quantitative survey –

understand exposure to P, develop attitudinal profiles, explore 

likely impact of an ad campaign and other initiatives

• Offered P/ Seen P being used

• Know a regular user

• Younger audience – not used, seen, or know regular user

– Youth (12-17) year olds



The End
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